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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 

1. Claims 13 and are objected to because of the following informalities: 

■ In claim 13 on line 3, "an image parameters" is unclear. 

■ In claim 15 on line 2, "the firs image" appears to be a typographical error. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The application includes a claim 32 but no claim 3 1 . In this and all following Office 
actions, claim 32 will be referred to as claim 3 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

4. Claim 3 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. 

As written, the preamble does not define any structural and functional interrelationships 
between the computer-executable instructions and other claimed elements of a computer that 
permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. 
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An example of an acceptable preamble is, "A computer-readable medium encoded with 
computer executable instructions for performing a method comprising 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 1-7, 9, 10, 12-17, 19-22, 24-29, and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ota (U.S. Patent No. 6,437,797). 

Regarding claims 1 and 13, Ota discloses a method comprising: 

capturing an image (see column 3, lines 8-10) with a device (digital 

camera 12 in Figure .1; see column 3, line 5); 

detecting an image parameter (the location and time of image capture; see 

column 3, lines 13-27) related to the image; 

storing the image parameter such that the image parameter is available for 

access at a later time (data is stored on solid state floppy disk card 16; see column 

3, lines 28-30); and 
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displaying the image in a display location based on the image parameter 
(images are displayed on a map with their capture time; see column 3, lines 41- 
46). 

Regarding claim 2, Ota discloses: 

the device is a camera (see column 3, line 5). 
Regarding claim 3, Ota discloses: 

storing the image (see column 3, lines 28-30). 
Regarding claim 4, Ota discloses: 

detecting a location of the device when the image is captured (see column 
3, lines 13-27). 
Regarding claim 5, Ota discloses: 

detecting related images based on the location of the device (an album can 
be produced by grouping a plurality of captured images according to location; see 
column 7, lines 34-41). 
Regarding claim 6, Ota discloses: 

the detecting related images further comprises comparing a first location 
of the device corresponding to a first image and a second location of the device 
corresponding to a second image (an album can be produced by grouping a 
plurality of captured images according to location; see column 7, lines 34-41). 
Regarding claim 7, Ota discloses: 

the image is a photograph (images are captured by a digital camera 12 [see 
column 3, lines 1-12] and are therefore photographs). 
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Regarding claim 9, Ota discloses: 

the image parameter is a horizontal orientation of the image (the GPS data 
captured includes longitude; see column 3, lines 18-21). 
Regarding claim 10, Ota discloses: 

the image parameter is a vertical orientation of the image (the GPS data 
captured includes latitude; see column 3, lines 18-21). 
Regarding claim 12, Ota discloses: 

the image parameter is a location of the image relative to the device (see 
column 3, lines 13-27). 
Regarding claim 14, Ota discloses a method comprising: 

detecting a first image and a second image (digital camera 12 in Figure 1 
captures images; see column 3, lines 8-10); 

detecting a first image parameter and a second image parameter (the 
location and time of image capture of each of the images; see column 3, lines 13- 
27) corresponding with the first image and the second image respectively; 

displaying the first image in a first display location based on the first 
image parameter (images are displayed on a screen; see column 3, lines 41-46); 
and 

displaying the second image in a second display location based on the 
second image parameter (images are displayed on different part of the screen; see 
column 3, lines 41-46). 
Regarding claim 15, Ota discloses: 
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storing the first image parameter and the second image parameter such 
that the first image parameter and the second image parameter are available for 
access at a later time (data is stored on solid state floppy disk card 16; see column 
3, lines 28-30). 
Regarding claim 16, Ota discloses: 

capturing the first image (see column 3, lines 8-10). 
Regarding claim 17, Ota discloses: 

capturing the first image parameter (see column 3, lines 8-10). 
Regarding claim 19, Ota discloses: 

wherein the first display location and the second display location is shown 
on a display device (images are displayed on a map with their capture time; see 
column 3, lines 41-46). 
Regarding claim 20, Ota discloses: 

wherein the first display location and the second display are embodied on 
a tangible medium (an album of images is printed; see column 3, lines 51-56). 
Regarding claim 21, Ota discloses: 

the first image parameter is a horizontal orientation of the image (the GPS 
data captured includes longitude; see column 3, lines 18-21). 
Regarding claim 22, Ota discloses: 

the first image parameter is a vertical orientation of the image (the GPS 
data captured includes latitude; see column 3, lines 18-21). 
Regarding claim 24, Ota discloses: 
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selecting the first image and the second image based on a first device 
location and a second device location corresponding to the first image and the 
second image, respectively (an album can be produced by grouping a plurality of 
captured images according to location; see column 7, lines 34-41). 
Regarding claim 25, Ota discloses a system (see Figure 1), comprising: 

a location module (GPS receiver 14) for capturing an image parameter 
(the location and time of image capture; see column 3, lines 13-27) that describes 
an image; 

a storage module configured for storing the image parameter (data is 
stored on solid state floppy disk card 16; see column 3, lines 28-30); and 

a render module configured for displaying the image in a particular 
location based on the image parameter (images are displayed on a map with their 
capture time; see column 3, lines 41-46). 
Regarding claim 26, Ota discloses: 

a capture module (digital camera 12) configured to record the image (see 
column 3, lines 8-10). 
Regarding claim 27, Ota discloses: 

the image includes one of a photograph (images are captured by a digital 
camera 12 [see column 3, lines 1-12] and are therefore photographs) and a frame 
within a video sequence. 
Regarding claim 28, Ota discloses: 
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the location module detects a location of a device while the image is 
captured (the location and time of image capture are recorded with the image; see 
column 3, lines 13-27). 
Regarding claim 29, Ota discloses: 

the storage module is configured to store a record including the image 
parameter wherein record corresponds to the image (the location and time of 
image capture are recorded with the image; see column 3, lines 13-27). 
Claim 31 can be treated like claim 14. Additionally, Ota discloses that the process is 
performed by running computer-executable instructions (see column 4, lines 28-31) stored on a 
computer-readable medium (the instructions are inherently stored in some form). 

7. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Squibbs (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0015759). 

Regarding claim 1, Squibbs discloses a method comprising: 

capturing an image (see paragraph 3 1) with a device (digital camera 3); 
detecting an image parameter (location data; see id.) related to the image; 
storing the image parameter such that the image parameter is available for 
access at a later time (see id.); and 

displaying the image in a display location based on the image parameter 
(see paragraph 32). 
Regarding claim 8, Squibbs discloses: 
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the image is one frame in a video sequence (the recordings can take the 
form of video recordings; see paragraph 1). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

10. Claims 1 1 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ota in 
view of Imagawa (U.S. Patent No. 6,657,666). 

Claims 11 and 23 may be treated like claims 1 and 14, respectively. However, Ota is 
silent with regard to capturing an angle of view of the image. 
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Imagawa discloses an image information recording device, wherein the image 
information recorded with the image is an angle of view of the image (i.e., GPS data, including 
the direction of the captured subject, is acquired; see column 5, lines 54-58, and column 6, lines 
11-26). 

As stated in column 6, lines 1 1-26, an advantage of detecting and recording the angle of 
view of an image is that the captured object can be determined. For this reason, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have Ota's 
imaging system capture the angle of view of the recorded image. 

11. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ota in view of 
Kanamori (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2001/0026263). 

Claim 18 may be treated like claim 14. However, Ota is silent with regard to displaying 
the first display location on a first display device and the second display location on a second 
display device. 

Kanamori discloses an imaging apparatus, wherein: 

4he first display location (an image captured with at a first moment of 
time) is shown on a first display device (LCD monitor 102 in Figure 3 5 A; see 
paragraph 208) and the second display location (an image captured at a later 
moment of time) is shown on a second display device (image 640 on LCD part 
360 in Figure 35B; see id). 
As stated in paragraph 208, an advantage of displaying a first captured image on a first 
display device and a different image on a second display device is that an image can be viewed 
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on a large screen while simultaneously allowing an operator to preview images captured before 
and after that image. For this reason, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have Ota's system include first and second display 
devices. 

12. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ota in view of 
Seaman (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0030733). 

Claim 30 may be treated like claim 25. However, Ota is silent with regard to the storage 
module storing a synchronization program. 

Seaman discloses an imaging system, including: 

a storage module (not shown, but associated with the input/output device 
140 in Figure 1, such as a digital camera 240; see paragraphs 20 and 26) is 
configured to store a synchronization program (see paragraphs 26-27). 
As stated in paragraph 4 and 6, an advantage of using a synchronization program is that 
media data sets can quickly and easily be updated, saving time and labor. For this reason, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have Ota's system include a synchronization program. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 



Application/Control Number: 10/772,208 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2622 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason Whipkey, whose telephone number is (571) 272-7321. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 9:00 A.M. to 5:30 P.M. eastern 
daylight time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava, can be reached at (571) 272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

JTW 

October 24, 2006 
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